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CITY OF ROCK ISLAND 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 3rd Floor, 
1528 Third Avenue, Rock Island, IL 

 
2/23/2026 - Minutes  

1. Call to Order  
 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. and welcomed everyone. 
  
2. Roll Call  
 
Mayor Ashley Harris asked City Clerk Amanda Torres to call the roll. 
 
Present: Alderpersons Glen Evans, Randy Hurt, Linda Barnes, Jenni Swanson, Mark Poulos, Bill Healy, and 
Mayor Ashley Harris. 
 
Absent: None. 
 
Staff: City Manager Todd Thompson, Attorney Maureen Riggs, City Clerk Amanda Torres, and other City Staff. 
 
Clerk Torres informed the Council that Alderperson Dylan Parker requested to participate remotely under 5 
ILCS 120/7.  
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to allow Alderperson Parker to participate in the meeting remotely; Alderperson 
Healy seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 6-0-0 voice vote. Aye: Swanson, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. Absent: 
None. 
 
Alderperson Parker joined the meeting remotely at 5:46 p.m. 
  
3. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Mayor Harris led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
4. Moment of Silence  
 
Mayor Harris requested a moment of silence. A moment of silence was observed. 
  
5. Vote to Approve Agenda  
  
 a.  Motion: Motion whether or not to approve the agenda. 
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 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Hurt moved to approve the agenda; Alderperson Poulos seconded. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Barnes moved to amend the agenda by dividing item 10a into two separate votes: one vote for 
Section 16-37(g) "Swimming Pool Filling" and the other vote for the remainder of the ordinance; Alderperson 
Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
 
VOTE ON ORIGINAL MOTION: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
6. Presentations  
  
 a. Rock Island Public Library Annual Report Presentation 
 
Library Director Angela Campbell presented the annual outcomes report, covering revenues, expenditures, 
collections, partnerships, fund needs, liabilities, and key activity statistics. She explained that as of February 1, 
2026, the Library had collected $2.5 million in Local Library Tax revenue and close to $376,000 from the 
District Library Tax, meaning about 93% of the Library’s revenue comes from tax dollars, which aligns with 
national norms. Additional funding came from state grants, donations, rentals and leases, and a strong 
investment year. Expenditures totaled about $3.1 million for operations, primarily from staff costs, and 
roughly $103,000 for capital expenses. 
 
The Library circulated more than 302,000 items across physical and electronic formats and reported increases 
in program attendance, service use, summer reading activity, circulation, and registered borrowers. For CY 
2027, the Board is requesting a $2.815 million levy to accommodate wage increases, insurance, and inflation. 
Reserves include a 90-day operating reserve of approximately $784,000 and a building reserve nearing $1 
million, while liabilities include the JCI bond project. 
 
Ms. Campbell noted major progress on strategic plan goals through facility upgrades, new programs, 
community support initiatives, and expanded outreach. She also reviewed the Downtown Library Master Plan, 
which includes reconfigured interior spaces and use of the south lot for ADA parking and outdoor 
programming. Looking ahead, the Library plans to renovate the children’s restroom for accessibility, launch a 
Citizens’ Academy, prepare for the summer reading program, coordinate events for the nation’s 250th 
birthday, and continue meeting demand for popular hands-on programs. 
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 b. Economic Development Strategic Plan 
 
Economic Development Director Tom Flaherty and consultant Lindsay Bloos of TPMA presented the City’s 
new Economic Development Strategic Plan, developed with extensive stakeholder input from civic leaders, 
businesses, educational institutions, and community organizations. The plan identifies that Rock Island’s 
current economic development system lacks cohesive roles and shared direction, prompting the need for 
clearer responsibilities and unified strategy. 
 
TPMA’s analysis included economic trend review, organizational assessment, and interviews that highlighted 
challenges, such as unclear partner functions, resource constraints, and limited private sector engagement. 
The resulting vision positions Rock Island as a dynamic city built on coordinated efforts to support economic 
vitality. The plan outlines core functions—such as business intelligence, business attraction and retention, 
entrepreneurship support, and quality-of-life strategies—and organizes recommendations around 
collaboration, diversified funding, business growth, workforce and community advancement, and city 
branding. The implementation framework assigns primary and secondary partners to each strategy, allowing 
overlap where beneficial and ensuring accountability, adaptability, and strategic resource allocation. 
  
 c. Port District Master Plan 
 
Community Development Director Miles Brainard introduced consultant Scott Drumm of CPCS, who provided 
an update on the Port District Master Plan. The project includes strategic visioning, freight system analysis, a 
SWOT assessment, site concept development, and creation of a final toolkit for the City. 
 
Mr. Drumm explained that Rock Island is well positioned for port development because over 40% of local 
employment is in freight-dependent industries, with high concentrations in manufacturing, wholesale trade, 
and transportation. Data on freight movement shows significant activity involving aggregates, farm products, 
chemicals, waste, and scrap, indicating strong alignment with multimodal port capabilities. Strengths include 
excellent regional access by river, rail, and highway, strong business interest, and existing industrial assets, 
while challenges include aging infrastructure, site readiness needs, and a new port structure without 
dedicated funding. The planning team’s focus centers on “river, rail, road, and real estate.” 
 
Mr. Drumm described initial site concepts for industrial areas, noting that preparing land, which includes 
clearing, remediation, rail spurs, utilities, and road access, will require significant investment but builds upon 
existing infrastructure. The team will finalize concept layouts in March, organizational recommendations will 
be made in early April, and the complete report and digital toolkit will be ready by the end of April. 
 
Mr. Brainard and Mr. Flaherty presented an update on the proposed North Rock Island Port District TIF, which 
would encompass industrial and adjacent residential areas north of the Rock River served by the Iowa 
Interstate Railroad. 
 
The area requires substantial upgrades to deteriorated infrastructure, including roads, water, and sewer 
systems, and developers need assistance with site cleanup, remediation, and facility upgrades. Residential 
neighborhoods near industrial zones could benefit from reinvestment through housing rehabilitation and 
related improvements. The TIF is expected to be a key tool in advancing the Port District Master Plan and 
other citywide development goals. 
 
Mr. Flaherty highlighted the Sunset South industrial site, which is connected by rail to the port. The site is 
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being submitted for an Illinois Site Readiness Grant, and both property owners are supportive. Mr. Flaherty 
also pointed out how the City’s rail corridor connects multiple active and planned development sites, notably 
Alter Logistics’s riverfront project, the 31st Street industrial area, the Rock Island auction site, and the future 
industrial redevelopment of the former Campbell Sports Complex, illustrating rail’s central role in the City’s 
long-term development strategy. 
  
7. Public Comment  
 
Atticus Garrison spoke about flock cameras. 
 
Hannah Farrell spoke about domestic violence and harassment in the community. 
 
Janet Moline and Larry Lockwood spoke about the Black Hawk sign. 
 
Juanita Hall spoke about the Port District, TIF, and the West End. 
 
John Van Norman spoke about TIF, roads, and code enforcement. 
 
 
Mayor Harris asked for a motion to suspend the rules for public comment. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Parker moved to suspend the rules of public comment; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 5-2-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Evans, Barnes. Nay: Healy, Hurt. 
Absent: None. 
 
 
Rudy Vallejo spoke about the Black Hawk sign. 
 
Linda Dothard spoke about homelessness and the social services ordinance. 
 
Nina Strusse spoke about the proposed memorandum of agreement with Augustana College. 
  
8. Update Rock Island  
 
Free Kids Haircuts!  
  
Calling all families in the community! Join the Rock Island Boxing Club on Saturday, February 28 for free 
haircuts by local barbers. Walk-ins are welcome from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Boxing Club, 1730 2nd Avenue. Come 
for fresh fades, clean lineups and big smiles.  
  
  
Tuneful Tuesdays  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057789694306&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbAWMdC1I4x2s82LQvIUoTyXLMjgg1T0J07Rmarp5qEggnYtxaTARwQmWvjasCJWVw7F5O4bdSHUuVXCWFIWbA3zWoWqwLYDTm9gn16V0G5FuHHPjODGxGpoKllajUVpReDPtwslYrVpbvs_ws2Z4IeT6YQr0aMncviZa1S6a_qimjy7yyIjPvAEkGBCCe6UEk&__tn__=-%5dK*F
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The monthly Tuneful Tuesdays series has returned to the Rock Island Public Library. The next free 
performance is Tuesday, March 3 from noon to 1 p.m. at the downtown library branch, 401 19th Street. Join 
us for a FREE concert with Tony Hoeppner & Friends. This concert is suitable for music lovers of all ages. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 
  
  
Battle of the Buckets!  
  
Have fun and raise money while competing in the ultimate shooting and free throw contests for all ages. Meet 
at the Rock Island Fitness and Activity Center – RIFAC – 4303 24th Street on Saturday, March 7. Check-in 
begins at 9:30 a.m. and the competition goes until 11:15 a.m. All proceeds of this one-day fundraising event 
go to Rock Island Foundation’s Financial Assistance Program. Kids and Adults - everyone competes on the 
same court. Show off your skills, have fun, and claim your crown.  
   
9. Passage of Ordinances & Resolutions  
  
 a. Report from the Community Development Department regarding a resolution on the development 

of a land purchase and land sale policy. 
 
 Motion: Motion to adopt the resolution. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to adopt the resolution; Alderperson Hurt seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 b. Report from the Public Works Department requesting approval of an Illinois State Revolving Loan 

Program resolution authorizing a representative to sign the loan documents for the Southwest 
Treatment Plant Influent Pumping Station Replacement Project. 
 
 Motion: Motion to adopt the resolution. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Hurt moved to adopt the resolution; Alderperson Poulos seconded. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
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Public Works Director Mike Bartels clarified that it is a 20-year SRF loan with a 2.16% interest rate. He added 
that the current pump station is 50 years old, and its structural integrity is failing. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
10. Ordinances (First Readings)  
  
 a. Report from the Finance Department regarding a water utility billing adjustment policy and 

ordinance amending Chapter 16, Article II, Section 16-37 of the Code of Ordinances. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance and adopt the policy.  

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
This item was separated into two separate votes. 
 
MOTION REGARDING THE POLICY AND ORDINANCE, EXCLUDING SECTION 16-37(G) 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to consider the ordinance and adopt the policy; Alderperson Hurt seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
 
 
MOTION REGARDING SECTION 16-37(G) 
 
Alderperson Parker moved to approve Section 16-37(g) "Swimming Pool Fillings" ; Alderperson Healy 
seconded. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Alderperson Barnes didn't believe waiving sewer charges for swimming pools was fair to other customers, 
such as those who water their gardens. 
 
City Manager Todd Thompson clarified that once per calendar year, sewer charges could be waived for water 
used to fill a swimming pool. The customer would have to apply for the waiver and pay a $50 fee.  
 
Alderperson Parker said fairness was a matter of perspective as utility costs would increase for those who pay 
their bills because others are unable to pay. He said he understood that there was a general desire to have 
some flexibility when addressing special circumstances related to utility billing. He added that didn't agree 
with narrowly defining what would have a special exemption and what would not. 
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VOTE: 
 
Motion FAILED on a 3-4-0 roll call vote. Aye: Parker, Poulos, Healy. Nay: Swanson, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Absent: 
None. 
  
 b. Report from the Community Development Department regarding an ordinance approving the 2026 

amendment to remove parcels from the North 11th Street TIF Redevelopment Project Area. (First 
Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Hurt seconded. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Community Development Director Miles Brainard clarified that some parcels from the North 11th Street TIF 
would be removed from that TIF and added to the proposed Port District TIF. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 c. Report from the Community Development Department regarding an ordinance approving the tax 

increment financing redevelopment plan and project for the North Rock Island Port District TIF. 
(First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Hurt seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 d. Report from the Community Development Department regarding an ordinance designating the 
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North Rock Island Port District TIF. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Hurt seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 e. Report from the Community Development Department regarding an ordinance adopting tax 

increment financing for the North Rock Island Port District TIF. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Barnes seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 f. Report from the Community Development Department regarding the purchase of real estate at 

1031 10th Avenue (PIN 0734463010). (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the purchase and consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to approve the purchase and consider the ordinance; Alderperson Barnes 
seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
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 g. Report from the Community Development and Public Works Departments regarding the 
installation and replacement of water service lines. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Swanson moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 h. Report from the Public Works Department requesting adoption of an Illinois State Revolving Loan 

Program ordinance for financing the Southwest Treatment Plant Influent Pumping Station 
Replacement Project in the amount of $4,500,000. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Hurt moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 i. Report from the Fire Department regarding an ordinance amending Chapter 6, Article II, of the 

Code of Ordinances to Adopt the 2021 International Fire Code. (First Reading) 
 
 Motion: Motion to consider the ordinance. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to consider the ordinance; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
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11. Consent Agenda 
 All items under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be enacted by a 

single motion and subsequent roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless 
an Alderperson so requests, in which case, the item will be moved from the Consent Agenda and 
considered as the first item after approval of the Consent Agenda. 

  
 a. Claims for the week of January 30 through February 5 in the amount of $1,504,318.85; claims for 

the week of February 6 through February 12 in the amount of $1,878,489.05; and Payroll for the 
weeks of January 19, 2026 through February 1, 2026 in the amount of $1,917,938.80. 

  
 b. ACH Report for the month of January 2026 in the amount of $2,050,144.02 
  
 c. Report from the Information Technology Department regarding payment in the amount of 

$12,842.41 to GovernmentJobs for the maintenance contract renewal of NEOGOV from April 8, 
2026 through April 7, 2027. 

  
 d. Report from the Information Technology Department regarding payment in the amount of 

$14,557.21 to BIZLIBRARY for the contract renewal of the online recruitment tool annual support 
maintenance from March 16, 2026 through December 31, 2026. 

  
 e. Minutes from the February 9, 2026 City Council meeting. 
  
 f. Minutes from the February 9, 2026 Closed Session. 

 
 Motion: Motion to approve Consent Agenda items a through f. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Healy moved to approve Consent Agenda items a through f; Alderperson Poulos seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
12. Claims/Purchases  
  
 a. Report from the Finance Department regarding payment to Harris Computer Systems of Chicago, IL 

for the renewal of the maintenance contract for the NorthStar software and related interfaces in 
the amount of $65,044.43. 

  
 b. Report from the Finance Department regarding payment to Harris Enterprise Resource Planning of 

Chicago, IL for the renewal of the maintenance contract for the GEMS-FMS software in the amount 
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of $12,000. 
 
 Motion: Motion to allow claims a and b. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Healy moved to allow claims a and b; Alderperson Barnes seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 c. Report from the Public Works Department regarding payment 15 to Valley Construction, Rock 

Island, Illinois, for the Rebuild Downtown Rock Island Improvements Project in the amount of 
$423,859.49. 
 
 Motion: Motion to allow the claim. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to allow the claim; Alderperson Poulos seconded. 
 
Alderperson Parker recused himself from the vote due to the nature of his employment. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 6-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. Absent: 
None. 
  
 d. Report from the Public Works Department requesting authorization to purchase a rear loader 

refuse truck from GATR Truck Center, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in the amount of $312,053. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the purchase. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to approve the purchase; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
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Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 e. Report from the Public Works Department requesting authorization to purchase a replacement 

spoil truck from Truck Country Quad Cities, Davenport, Iowa, in the amount of $190,292. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the purchase. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to approve the purchase; Alderperson Healy seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
13. Contracts/Agreements  
  
 a. Report from the Community Development Department regarding bids for the demolition of houses 

at 3321 7 1/2 Avenue in Rock Island and 1513 8th Avenue in East Moline. 
 
 Motion: Motion to award the bid as recommended and authorize the City Manager to 

execute the contract, subject to minor attorney modifications. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to award the bid as recommended and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
contract, subject to minor attorney modifications; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
Alderperson Parker recused himself from the vote due to the nature of his employment. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Mr. Brainard confirmed that the money for the demolition is from a grant in partnership with East Moline. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 6-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. Absent: 
None. 
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14. Budget/Finance Items  
  
 a. Report from the Finance Department regarding a budget carryover from CY 2025 in the 

Community Development Fund (420) in the amount of $616,337.35. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the budget adjustment. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Barnes moved to approve the budget adjustment; Alderperson Swanson seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 b. Report from the Finance Department regarding a budget carryover from CY 2025 in the 

Community Development Block Grant Fund (421) in the amount of $126,774.19. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the budget adjustment. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to approve the budget adjustment; Alderperson Barnes seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
15. Department Reports  
  
 a. Report from the Community Development Department regarding a housing and retail market 

study in the Augustana Hilltop area. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the memorandum of agreement and authorize the City 

Manager to execute the document.  

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
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Alderperson Poulos moved to approve the memorandum of agreement and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the document; Alderperson Healy seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 b. Report from the Community Development Department regarding a memorandum of agreement 

with Augustana College for ecological survey activities. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the memorandum of agreement and authorize the City 

Manager to execute the document.  

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Hurt moved to approve the memorandum of agreement and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the document; Alderperson Barnes seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
 c. Report from the Community Development Department regarding a variance request from Tim Fanella of 

Modern Woodmen for property at 1701 1st Avenue.  
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the variance based on the staff analysis and the 

commission's recommended stipulation. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Evans moved to approve the variance based on the staff analysis and the commission's 
recommended stipulation; Alderperson Swanson seconded. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Mr. Brainard clarified that existing fencing would be replaced, and more fencing would be added. He added 
that the request is subject to Modern Woodmen's own property, and it would not limit access to the adjacent 
park. 
 
VOTE: 
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Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
16. Events/Misc Requests  
  
 a. Report from the Clerk's Office regarding requests from Bridges Catering to use sound amplification 

and to close 3rd Avenue between 17th & 18th Streets and 17th Street between 2nd and 3rd 
Avenues on Saturday, March 14, 2026 from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a St. Patrick's Parade viewing 
event. 
 
 Motion: Motion to approve the requests as recommended. 

 RC Roll Call vote is needed. 
  

 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to approve the requests as recommended; Alderperson Swanson seconded. 
 
Alderperson Healy recused himself from the vote as he is the applicant. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 6-0-0 roll call vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
  
17. Other Business/New Business  
 
Alderperson Hurt said he would like to move the City-initiated rezoning request that was postponed until 
March 23 at the last meeting to the March 9 meeting. 
 
Alderperson Evans thanked Mayor Harris for coming out to support Republican Women of Rock Island County 
at their Lincoln Day Dinner. 
 
Alderperson Swanson shared that her and Alderperson Poulos attended a tabletop discussion regarding 
homelessness at One-Eighty. 
 
Alderperson Healy read his eulogy for Father Daniel Mirabelli, a Catholic priest who served Alleman Catholic 
High School for 58 years. 
 
Mayor Harris thanked City staff and residents for their time and patience during the meeting. He also thanked 
Council for extending Public Comment. 
 
  
18. Adjourn  
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 a. Motion to adjourn to March 9, 2026. 
 
 Motion: Motion to adjourn. 

 VV Voice vote is needed. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Alderperson Poulos moved to adjourn; Alderperson Evans seconded. 
 
VOTE: 
 
Motion PASSED on a 7-0-0 voice vote. Aye: Swanson, Parker, Poulos, Healy, Evans, Hurt, Barnes. Nay: None. 
Absent: None. 
 
The meeting concluded at 8:36 p.m. 

[MIN_SIGNATURES] 


